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Lokmanya Tilak was a great source of inspiration for our freedom struggle. He
made the people aware of their social and political rights through his papers - ‘Kesari’,
and ‘Mahratta’. He started public festivals like ‘Shivajayanti’ and ‘Ganeshotsava’ and
created a platform for the political awakening and education of people suffering under
the British rule. He made the people aware of their rights as well as their duties.

In 1897, a terrible epidemic of plague broke out in Pune. Hundreds of people
died. In those days, there was no cure for the disease and the epidemic spread like
wildfire. The British Government took certain measures for controlling the epidemic
and also started a hospital. Tilak’s attitude towards these efforts of the Government
was that of active co-operation. He persuaded the people to give up their superstitions
and to handle the issue rationally. He also took initiative in organising the voluntary
help offered by the people. But the British Government and their Anglo-Indian
newspapers could not in any way appreciate these efforts.
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